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1. Use the paragraph below to answer the following questions. Encircle the letter of 
your answer. 
 

Two closely related populations of butterflies inhabit the same forest 

community.  One population is light colored and the other is dark colored.  Biologists 

suspect that the color of the butterflies somehow determines their population sizes.  

He concludes that the light color butterflies are more easily preyed upon by birds 

because they stand out against the dark tree trunks.  To test his conclusions, he marks 

an equal number of dark and light-colored butterflies, releases them, and later traps 

the survivors. When he counts the trapped butterflies, he finds more dark colored 

ones than light colored ones.                                                                                                       

 

i.  That both dark colored and light-colored butterflies are found is a(n) 

a. fact   b. hypothesis 

c. interpretation d. conclusion 

 

ii.  The biologist’s idea that color influences the size of the butterfly population 

is a(n) 

a. observation b. fact 

c. hypothesis  d. conclusion 

 

iii.  The marking, trapping, and counting of butterflies is a(n) 

a. experiment b. theory 

c. hypothesis  d. variable 

 

iv.  The numbers of each color of butterfly he counts are 

a. hypotheses b. interpretations 

c. data   d. experiments 

 

v.  The results of counting the trapped butterflies 

a. proved his conclusion about color 

b. did not support his conclusion about color 

c. supported his conclusion about color 

d. showed no relationship between color and the population size of 

butterflies          

                    [5] 
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